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Beautiful and diverse in both style and media, the Athena Art Society’s Annual Juried
Exhibition showcases 54 new works of art by current members of this legacy arts
group of Northwest Ohio.

Athena 115: Annual Juried Exhibition
Index to Exhibited Artists
The use of purple text for the artist’s name indicates an Athena 115 award recipient.

Exhibit Information
Jurors’ Statement
Dorothy Applegate
Patsy Camp
Liga Daiga
Julie A. Draeger
Kathy Funderburg
Kathy Palmer Genzman
Marilyn Horner
Susan Horvath
Martha Lee “Marti” Huepenbecker
Ann S. Hymel
Betty Jean Jacobson
Kay Kocher
Virginia Kretz
Mary Mossing Krueger
Sue Ann Ladd
Ellen Loeffler-Kalinoski
Randi Lowry

3
4
5-6
7-8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15 - 16
17
18
19
20 - 21
22 - 23
24
25 - 26
27

Ellie Miller
Marti Osnowitz
Laura Ott
Joan Palombi
Lanna Pendelton Hall
Carol Connolly Pletz
Sharon Rapp
Susan Bunce Ritter
Sally Hobbib Rumman
Susan Semenick
Carol Sicha
Mary Ellen Taylor
Janet Vezner
Ann E. Vreeland
Lucy Jane Webster
Mary Weiss
Kay Weprin
Jane Williams
Claire Wilson

For 2-D art, all measurements provided for artists’ work reflect image size, without framing.

2

28
29 - 30
31 - 32
33
34 - 35
36
37
38 - 39
40 - 41
42 - 43
44 - 45
46 - 47
48
49 - 50
51
52
53 - 54
55 - 56
57 - 58

Athena 115: Annual Juried Exhibition
Exhibition Information
20 North Gallery presents Athena 115, an exhibition celebrating 115 years of the Athena Art Society. The
juried exhibition consists of fifty-four new works, comprising paintings, drawings, fiber art, photography,
glass, ceramics and jewelry by thirty-six current Athena members.
Formed in November of 1903, the Athena Art Society of Toledo (Ohio) is one of the nation’s oldest,
continuous women’s art organizations. With a mission to inspire and aid women artists, Athena has
served to foster the visual arts within the community. Through its partnerships, Athena supports fellow art
organizations, with many members serving as delegates within a number of these Toledo-area artist
societies. Athena presents local art awards and has offered dedicated scholarships, in addition to hosting
annual juried and non-juried exhibitions for its members. Jurors for Athena 115 are 20 North Gallery
owner Eric Hillenbrand and art director Condessa Croninger.
Athena 115 marks a revisit to 20 North
Gallery; in 2003, Art Director Emerita Peggy
Grant proudly hosted the Athena Art
Society’s centennial exhibition, Women of
Valor, at 20 North. As a lifetime honorary
member of Athena, Mrs. Grant aided in the
centennial show traveling to the Toledo
Museum of Art and to the Ohio Statehouse.
“The Athena membership is a remarkable mix of personalities and talents,” says Athena Art Society
President Kay Weprin. “Some members are retired art teachers, some have been commercial artists and
some just love the creative visual arts. They work in a wide variety of media. Many members are
exploring the new media presented by the technical electronic instruments. Others are excited by new
materials. They love to learn, discuss art, share ideas, see what other members are creating and follow
the group’s mission. We thank 20 North Gallery for giving us an opportunity to show our work together in
celebration of our Society’s 115 years of promoting women artists in our area.”
On October 7, 2018, 20 North Gallery is honored to have the Athena Art Society Annual Juried Exhibition
return to celebrate 115 years of talent and promotion of the arts.
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Athena 115: Annual Juried Exhibition
Jurors’ Statement
Since 1903, the Athena Art Society has supported training and exhibition opportunities for their members
and the community, as well as mentored successive generations of young women artists, many who in
turn became members, mentoring those who came after them to create beautiful work as professional
artists.
At 20 North Gallery, we were delighted to be invited to both judge and display the 115 th anniversary
Annual Juried Exhibition for the Athena Art Society. We are honored to promote the legacy of this historic
organization—and to exhibit the new and engaging work created by this current generation of the superb
member-artists of Athena.
Our task was to select the artworks that comprise this exhibit and, furthermore, single-out seven award
winners: Best of Show, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, two Honorable Mentions and (a first for us and Athena Art Society) a
“20 North Gallery Purchase Award,” which benefits not only the chosen artist, but also the Athena
scholarship program.
As a commercial gallery, our key objective in selecting work for representation is that the artist has
mastered the craft of the medium. Only after that, do we consider the artistry demonstrated in the work.
This ethos was instilled in us by 20 North Gallery Art Director Emerita Peggy Grant, a longtime active
member, now a lifetime honorary member, of Athena. We know Peggy would be delighted by the
submissions we received for Athena 115. The enduring tradition of training and education that is inherent
in the Athena Art Society ensures that her members are well-versed in their media, each mastering her
craft so that she may share it with others.
But the easy facility of their talents—well-earned and painstakingly cultivated—served only to make our
task more difficult. How does one choose from such a selection of flair and capability? To that end, we
broadened our criteria: the work selected for this exhibition is not only an exemplary display of the
breadth and ability of its artists, but also a celebration of the sense of whimsy and playfulness so often
shared by Athena artists over the past 115 years, balanced against the storied legacy of the organization.
We hope that you are as impressed as we are.
Ave, Athena, te salutant!
— 2018 Athena Art Society Annual Juried Exhibit jurors,
Eric L. Hillenbrand & Condessa Croninger
Owner
Art Director
20 North Gallery
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Dorothy Applegate
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography

Graduating from Lourdes University (Sylvania, Ohio) with a BA degree in Fine Arts, Dorothy Applegate’s
passion is hand building clay vessels. She used this to teach children’s clay classes for six years at
Lourdes University. Working from her artist-owned Gateway Studio, she taught clay classes to adults and
children for fifteen years. One of her most personally-meaningful experiences in art education was to
teach an art therapy class to cognitively challenged and physically limited adults in her studio and in
Michigan. A prolific artist, she always has a canvas in process, reflecting her engagement with the world
around her. She studied with the late Joe Ann Cousino, an internationally recognized Northwest Ohio
sculptor, for twelve years. She has also participated in intensive workshops in Impressionistic painting
with Sammy Britt, an internationally known artist, who studied under 20th century New England painter
Henry Hensche, founder of the Cape Cod School of Art.
She is a 30-year member of Athena Art Society, serving as president in 1995 – 1996. Her body of work
has been widely exhibited throughout the Midwest, winning numerous awards. She exhibits frequently in
juried exhibitions, including annual Athena exhibitions and the former Toledo Area Artists Exhibit at
Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio). Applegate’s work has been published in Artist of Ohio and one of her
award-winning sculptures, Free To Be, forms a part of the permanent collection of the Bedford Branch
Library of the Monroe County Library System (Temperance, Michigan).

Artist Statement

My art seems to be compelling me to simplify, take away stuff that will complicate the intention that is
being presented and work in a way that shows textures and color. I am beginning to experiment more
with mixed media both on canvas and on bisque clay vessels.
Creating pulls me, compels me to movement. Creativity exists in a form many times not of my choosing,
rather as a response to my admiration for the world around me. My commitment to God and this world is
a force that carries my talent forward.
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Dorothy Applegate Artwork

Photo by 20 North Gallery

The Dance With Life
Hand-built stoneware;
2.5”H x 10”W x 9.5”D
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Patsy Camp
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography

Patsy Camp received her BE and ME as an art major from The University of Toledo (Ohio), where artist
Fred Kline was her mentor. She taught art in the Sylvania Public Schools (Ohio) for twenty-six years and,
prior to that, for four years at Toledo Public Schools. Her paintings are on display at the Toledo Museum
of Art Collector’s Corner, as well as local independent galleries.

Artist Statement

My art is about color and form. It can calm and inspire the mind because it doesn’t attach to memory the
way representational work can. I try to create these effects and illusions by expressing a quality apart
from any literal object.

Deep
Acrylic on canvas;
22”H x 28”W
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Patsy Camp Artwork

A Delicate Balance
Acrylic on canvas;
36”H x 48”W
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Liga Daiga
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography

Liga Daiga was introduced to painting in 2009, when she had the opportunity to enroll in watercolor
classes at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio). Since then she has participated in a variety of workshops in
the area as well in Venice (Florida). She subsequently joined the Toledo Artists' Club, where she has
served as a member of the board and gallery director. In 2011, she began to enter shows and win
awards, including representation in the 2018 Ohio Watercolor Society Annual Show. She identifies as an
intuitive painter, with a style that leans towards representational interpretation.

Artist Statement

I love working with the wonderful colors of nature. Blues, greens, rusts, etc. I am not trying to create a
beautiful scene as an end result, but rather want to show movement and feelings within the painting.
Creating art is a journey, and I thoroughly enjoy going down this road. Creating art is discovery, and I am
discovering the beauty of the world around me as well as my inner self.

3rd Award

Edge of Town
Watercolor;
10.5”H x 13.5”W
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Julie A. Draeger
Toledo, Ohio
Artists Biography

A retired art educator, Julie A. Draeger works from her downtown Toledo (Ohio) studio. She exhibits
extensively through the region; in 2018 she showed at the Ann Arbor Original Art Fair (Michigan) and in a
two-artist exhibit (with fellow Athena artist Kay Weprin) at the Paula Brown Gallery (Toledo). Her art has
received numerous awards, most recently the Athena Art Society Annual Juried Exhibition 2017, Best of
Show; Toledo Artist Club Art Auction 2017, Best of Show; Toledo Artist Club Abstract Show 2017, First
Award; and a 2017 Accelerator Grant from The Arts Commission (Toledo, Ohio).

Artist Statement

My new body of work is called Non-Objective Abstract. I paint expressively without a preconceived
outcome in mind, I begin with mark-making then let experience, intuition, trust, and emotion take over.
Responding to the activity of my “spirit-mind”, I give way to the process, using shapes, colors, lines and
movement. Regardless of the results, the painting takes me down new and unexpected paths to discover
creative ways of expressing. My feeling nature, with all its fascinating choices, is clearly demonstrated
with paint and a variety of tools.

Yoga Tree
Acrylic on canvas;
42”H x 48”W
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Kathy Funderburg
Bryan, Ohio
Artist Biography

Kathy Funderburg’s art training began with childhood classes at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio). She
studied Graphic Design at the University of Kansas and, later, at The Art Institute of Pittsburgh
(Pennsylvania) and embarked upon a career in graphic design and illustration. Her focus now is painting
in the acrylic medium, using the design principles she employed in the commercial design world.
Considering her style to be of an Impressionistic nature, Funderburg’s painting technique involves a very
dark color layer applied—in a dark-to-light sequence—over a heavily textured base, to create glowing
highlights and shadowing.
Kathy Funderburg’s artwork is represented in galleries and in many private and corporate collections.

Artist Statement
My work focuses on the push-pull opposition created between light and dark. I am using many layers of
thinly applied acrylic paint using a dry brush technique. All the layers are built up onto a heavily textured
base. This allows the darkest base color to bounce in and out of view. This also allows me to achieve the
soft ethereal feeling I am working to create in my artwork.

Hot Pinks 2
Acrylic on wood panel;
24”H x 24”W
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Kathy Palmer Genzman
Lambertville, Michigan
Artist Biography
A lifelong artist, Kathy Palmer Genzman studied art in high school and college, as her major. She taught
high school art for thirty-four years in the Toledo Public Schools (Ohio). She received her MA in Art
Education from The University of Toledo (Ohio), developing her drawing ability under the mentorship of
instructors Diana Attie and Peter Elloian.
Upon retirement from classroom teaching, Genzman began working with student teachers in elementary
and secondary schools, developing skills and creativity in young children through art. She continued her
work in drawing when she and her late husband Bob Genzman created a Toledo Landmark Calendar,
which included scenes and history of regional historic places. She is a member of Toledo Artists’ Club, as
well as Athena and participates regularly in the juried exhibits of both organizations. She is also an
annual exhibitor at The University of Toledo Art on the Mall, since its inception in 1992.

Artist Statement
Upon switching to watercolor, I feel as though I now draw with the brush. I have always enjoyed drawing
and painting my family members, scenes and events that meant something to me as a sort of storytelling.

Flying High
Watercolor;
14”H x 18”W
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Marilyn Horner
Walbridge, Ohio
Artist Biography
In addition to Athena Art Society, Marilyn Horner is a member of Woman’s Art League and served in the
former Northwest Ohio Watercolor Society until its dissolution in 2011. She has been painting for over
thirty years, with her subject matter being primarily coastal scenes, portraits, flowers and abstracts. She
studied with Toledo area artists Ernest Spring, Walter Chapman, Skip Lawrence, Pete Beckman, Laura
McCreery and Fredrick Graff.
As an exhibiting artist, Horner’s paintings have won numerous awards and toured internationally,
including exhibitions in Hungary, Spain, Poland, Ukraine, Russia and Japan. Her paintings may be seen
in parts of the U.S., Fiji Islands, Africa and the Philippines.

Artist Statement
My personality can be seen through my paintings. I enjoy the solitude, relaxation and quiet time that
painting gives to me; when asked why I paint, I reply that it allows me to be creative with my hands.

Exciting Broken Bike
Ink on paper;
12”H x 18”W

Photo by 20 North Gallery
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Susan Horvath
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Susan Horvath began formal art studies when her family relocated to Toledo in 1975. She studied at The
University of Toledo (Ohio), in drawing with Diana Attie, art history with Carolyn Autry, printmaking with
Peter Elloian and design. Holding a degree in biology, she spent many years as an environmental
activist, but continued to draw for pleasure. Recently, Horvath started watercolor painting, studying at
Lourdes University (Sylvania, Ohio) with Erin Szavuly, as well as begun painting with pastels with Mary
Jane Erard of Toledo, attending workshops and interacting with other area artists. In 2016, her watercolor
won the Creative Challenge Award, 2nd Place at Prizm Creative Community Art-A-Fair in Toledo. In
addition to the Athena Art Society, Horvath is a member of Toledo Artists Club.

Artist Statement
From my earliest drawing and printmaking classes, I developed a love of the line and how it could convey
meaning to the subject. As I began painting, I instinctively painted representationally, but I felt that there
was more that I could say. My newest paintings still revere the importance of the line but the vibrancy of
intense color is what gives them life and draws the eye. My work embraces abstract elements while tying
the viewer to the work with representational elements. I want the viewer to come to a painting and be
mystified, to question my purpose but to bring their own experiences as they understand what they are
observing. It is my goal to make that experience meaningful and enlightening.

Summer’s Bounty
Watercolor;
12.75”H x 11.5”W
14

Martha Lee “Marti” Huepenbecker
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
When Marti Huepenbecker attended The University of Toledo (Ohio) working on her Bachelor of
Education degree, she took several art classes including photography. Later she and her husband had a
dark room in their home and enjoyed developing and printing. After she retired from teaching and her
children were older, she pursued her interest in art by attending classes and workshops in a variety of
media at the Toledo Artists' Club (Ohio), workshops in Lakeside (Ohio) and Traverse City (Michigan). At
this time she was painting with watercolors, but needing to replace a camera, she purchased a digital
model. She then became interested in photography as art. Although she chooses a variety of subjects to
photograph, nature related subjects are of greatest interest to her. She not only enjoys the beauty she
discovers in nature, but also the challenge of capturing with her camera the ephemeral and often fleeting
subjects she finds there.
In addition to Athena Art Society, Huepenbecker is a member of many Ohio arts groups, including Toledo
Artists' Club, Toledo Women's Art League, Photo Arts Club of Toledo, and the Naturalists Camera Club
of Toledo. Her photographs have been exhibited at Bedford Library Arts for the Future in Temperance
(Michigan), and many exhibition venue throughout Northwest Ohio, including Ottawa National Wildlife
Refuge in Oak Harbor, Toledo Artists' Club, The Toledo Museum of Art, the National Center for Nature
Photography at Secor Park (Sylvania), Eberly Center for Women at The University of Toledo, The
University of Toledo Lake Erie Center, Ohio Lake Erie Commission, the former Toledo Botanical Garden
Gift Shop, Toledo Main Library, Perrysburg Library, Wolfe Gallery at Maumee Valley Country Day School
(Toledo) and numerous Toledo-area independent galleries. She has received many awards for her
photography and has enjoyed solo exhibits at Toledo Artists' Club and the Maumee Library (Ohio).

Artist Statement
Traversing the trails in area parks, nature preserves and wildlife refuges affords me the opportunities to
photograph the beauties of nature and the outdoors. Photographing wildlife is often a challenge, as I
must watch and wait for the best picture. The changes in the seasons bring much diversity to the
landscape and provide many chances to enjoy and photograph the surrounding flora. I also look forward
to travels to the lake, rivers and streams, where I find shore birds and aquatic life to include in my nature
shots. There are magnificent sunsets I just feel inspired to photograph, often quickly before they
disappear. Much of my photography has to do with nature and the outdoors that I enjoy so much.
However, I've been known to diversify and create some abstract art or compose scenic art shots.
Challenge, curiosity and creativity keep my interest in photography. It gives me great pleasure to share
the beauties I see in my lens with others when my photographs are exhibited.
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Martha Lee “Marti” Huepenbecker Artwork

Winter Sunset
Photography;
10.5”H x 14”W
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Ann S. Hymel
Perrysburg, Ohio
Artist Biography
Ann S. Hymel worked primarily in textiles and fibers before moving to Toledo (Ohio) from
Louisiana. Once in Toledo, Hymel discovered glassblowing. In 1998, Anna Boothe introduced
her to kiln-formed glass. That original class led to workshops at Bullseye Glass in Portland
(Oregon), OATKA Glass in Batavia (New York) and at North Lands in Lybster (Caithness, Scotland).
Hymel then worked and taught out of her garage from 2003 until in 2009, when she opened
Fuzed, a free standing, independent, kiln-formed glass studio in Perrysburg (Ohio), where in
addition to her own studio work, she hosts classes and workshops for students of all ages . She
has been the visiting artist in classrooms in and around Toledo, Cleveland (Ohio) and Detroit
(Michigan). In 2010, Fuzed was named "Distinguished Business for Art Education" by the Ohio Art
Education Association. Hymel has presented at the Ohio Art Education Association state
conferences and to the Columbus Art Teachers' Association and she was named 2017 Outstanding
Art Teacher by the Northwest Ohio Art Education Association. Ann Hymel’s art work is in private
collections all over the United States, Japan and Korea.

Artist Statement
Even in the digital age, our lives trail paper. Mothers horde their children’s artwork, our wallets
are stuffed with to-do lists and receipts. Books hold letters never sent; the emotions they evoke
stymieing the sender. The joys and sorrows permeating this paper, trace the emotional path
ordinary life makes. In this series, I wanted to take a moment to capture the intensity of ordinary.

Joe’s Rocket to the Moon
Kiln-formed glass powder;
1”H x 5.25”W x 7.75”D
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Betty Jean Jacobson
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Betty Jean Jacobson has been pursuing art off and on since growing up in Chicago (Illinois), exhibiting
creativity and a love of art at a very young age. She studied design, drawing and painting at The
University of Toledo (Ohio), and continued her formal art education at Lourdes College (Sylvania, Ohio).
Jacobson has participated in many art seminars and workshops both locally and nationally, winning
numerous awards, as well as having a number of solo shows.

Artist Statement
The excitement of watercolor is a natural means of self-expression; my world has always been one of
feelings, textures and colors. The fluid magic of water, paint and paper stir and stimulate my senses while
helping to minimize tension and stress.

Awaiting Dreams
Watercolor; 17.5”H x 21.5”W
18

Kay Kocher
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Kay Kocher was drawn to art as a young child. Watercolor painting has been her medium since 2002.
She began taking classes at the Toledo Artist Club (Ohio) and then at For the Love of Art (Toledo, Ohio),
continuing with the same teacher for 9 years. Kocher also took several classes in Florida. She was a
member of the Northwest Ohio Watercolor Society and is currently a member of the Toledo Artist Club,
as well as Athena Art Society.
She exhibits her work in many shows in Northwest Ohio, winning numerous awards. Recent exhibits
include Toledo Artists' Club shows, the Bedford Library (Temperance, Michigan) Arts for the Future, the
Art/Space Lima (Ohio) Watercolor Show and the Swanton Art Show (Ohio).

Artist Statement
Art is such a visual thing for me. I like traveling around the country and taking pictures of landscapes and
flowers, then thinking of how I can paint them. It is all about seeing and feeling for me. Painting is a great
way to express yourself and show how you feel about your subject.

Peony 1
Watercolor; 11.5”H x 8.5”W
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Peony 2
Watercolor; 11.5”H x 8.5”W

Virginia Kretz
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Virginia Kretz’ art background includes study at The University of Toledo (Ohio), the Toledo Museum of
Art School of Design (Ohio), classes with local instructors and workshops with nationally-known artists,
authors and teachers. She has been painting nature in an impressionist style for many years, with
landscape as her primary motif. Her principal medium is gouache on illustration board. She begins her
paintings at en plein air locations and finishes them in her studio. Kretz has contributed her wellrespected expertise and talent in many years of volunteer work for three local art organizations: Toledo
Women's Art League, Toledo Artists' Club and Athena Art Society. She has held offices in all of them.
Her award-winning work has been included in many local exhibits, including the former Toledo Area
Artists Exhibit at the Toledo Museum of Art. Her work is included in the permanent public collection of the
Toledo Federation of Art Societies (Ohio). Virginia Kretz’ work may also be seen at the Toledo Artists'
Club in the Toledo Botanical Gardens (Ohio), as well as local independent galleries.

Artist Statement
Painting has been a major presence in my life from childhood to this day. The landscape is my main
subject because it gives me the opportunity to express my love of nature. My preferred medium is
gouache, but I also paint with acrylic when it seems appropriate to the scene. Color and composition are
the most important elements in my paintings.
I have been painting for many years and my enthusiasm never wanes.

Halloween Time
Gouache;
9.5”H x 14”W
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Virginia Kretz Artwork

Autumn Walk
Acrylic on canvas;
16”H x 20”W

Beautiful Day
Gouache;
10”H x 10.5”W
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Mary Mossing Krueger
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography

Mary Mossing Krueger obtained a BFA degree from The University of Toledo (Ohio), where she majored
in drawing and printmaking. Formerly employed at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio), Mary Mossing
Krueger worked in the department of the graphic arts collection and works on paper.
In addition to the Athena Art Society, Mary Mossing Krueger is a member of the Colored Pencil Society of
America and the Detroit Chapter of The Colored Pencil Society (Michigan). She has been juried into
numerous local and international exhibitions, including the Toledo Area Artists Exhibition at the Toledo
Museum of Art (Ohio). Additionally, Mary Mossing Krueger has experience traveling with a six-person
team, mentoring women artists in Tanzania, Africa.

Artist Statement

I am in awe of God’s wondrous creation of this earth, from the glorious splendor of monumental
mountains to the detailed patterns of microscopic cells and all that exists in between. There is nothing
that I can create that will improve on His perfect creation. However, I do create and it is my hope that my
art will pull you in and give you time to ponder, enjoy and see some portion of God’s marvelous creation.
To God be the glory!
I have enjoyed creating since I was a child. My first formal art classes were in high school where I was
blessed with teachers that awakened and nurtured my creative gifts. It is still exciting and challenging to
me to take a flat surface and create a three dimensional sense of depth on it. There are exciting
experiences that happen with each piece. It may be the explorations of textures and spatial relationships
as the pen or pencil is gliding across the surface of the paper. It could be the aroma of the etching ink
applied to the printing plate or one color layering another. It is the innate joy that brings me back again
and again to create something new. I am reminded that my joy is only a miniscule experience of what
God must have experienced when He created this earth.
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Mary Mossing Krueger Artwork

Edisto Serenity
Colored pencil
on paper;
9.5”H x 5”W

New Morning Mercies
Colored pencil on paper;
18.5”H x 19”W
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Sue Ann Ladd
Maumee, Ohio
Artist Biography
Sue Ann Ladd received a Bachelor of Art Education from Ohio University in Athens and a Masters of Art
Education from The University of Toledo (Ohio) in 1993. From 1968 – 2006, Ladd taught both secondary
and post-secondary art. She continues her dedication to teaching art by volunteering at the Toledo
Museum of Art (Ohio) and promoting art enrichment and advocacy.

Artist Statement

My paintings are celebratory expressions of connections inspired along coastal Maine, California and
Ohio’s own Maumee River. I celebrate nature’s rhythms and dynamics by layering, mark-making and
impasto techniques, which reveal unexpected tapestries of hues, values and textures. Painting is an
emotional and visual exploration of not just what I see, but what I feel, when surrounded by nature.
Trusting in the active and emotional process of painting, my authentic body of work is entitled Seasons in
the Light.
Providence
Acrylic on canvas;
48”H x 24”W

November Morn
Oil on copper;
24”H x 12”W
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Ellen Loeffler-Kalinoski
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Ellen Loeffler-Kalinoski earned her BFA from the University of Dayton (Ohio) and worked as an agency
art director before starting her photography and design business, Windows to the World. Her time is
divided between fine art, senior and family portraits and teaching photography at St. Ursula Academy
(Toledo, Ohio). Loeffler-Kalinoski’s photography is included in the Collector’s Corner at the Toledo
Museum of Art (Ohio), in addition to multiple personal and corporate collections. Regularly exhibited in
regional galleries and shows, Loeffler-Kalinoski has won numerous awards for her work.

Artist Statement

I love light…being in it, photographing and painting it and the incredible ways natural light transforms our
world and the people and scenes touched by it. Ever since I picked up my first camera as a child, I have
been passionate about light and photography. In my compositions, you can see the influence of a design
background and the importance of light and shadow. Architectural details combine with natural elements
to create a pleasing juxtaposition of man and nature, especially in the many views of windows and
doorways. The images evoke emotion and nostalgia—often soft and dreamlike—transporting the viewer
to another place and time. My prints are often framed in antique, weathered window frames to enhance
the rustic, natural mood of certain images.

1st Award

Dreamscape
Photography;
13.5”H x 19.5”W
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Ellen Loeffler-Kalinoski Artwork

Ride Like the Wind
Photography;
11.5”H x 17.5”W
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Randi O’Reilly Lowry
Maumee, Ohio
Artist Biography
Randi Lowry studied fine arts the University of North Carolina while earning her BSN degree in Nursing
and continued those studies thereafter. Recently, Lowry returned home to Ohio after living in Florida and
North Georgia. She returned to painting while living in Georgia, surrounded and inspired by the beauty of
the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Randi Lowry is a member of the Athena Art Society and the Toledo Artists Club (Ohio). She has won
several awards exhibiting her works in the Northwest Ohio area.

Artist Statement

My deep appreciation for the beauty of nature has inspired me to explore a variety of subjects including
landscapes, wildlife and nature’s beautiful shapes and forms. Although I present my subjects realistically,
I strive to express emotion in my work by exploring use of color, symbolism and seasonal or atmospheric
influences. My intention is to create a mood, thus inviting the viewer to share in the experience.
I work in several mediums including graphite, pastels, intaglio and oil paint. Despite this range, I find
myself drawn back to oils, loving the work of the brush and feel of the paint.
My goal is to continue to experiment, explore and evolve as an artist. I am excited to see where this leads
and enjoy the journey.

Storm Warning
Oil on canvas;
30”H x 24”W
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Ellie Miller
Maumee, Ohio
Artist Biography
Through high school and her studies at The University of Toledo (Ohio), Ellie Miller majored in art and
related subjects. Miller has attended lessons by various nationally-known artists at Springmaid Beach
(South Carolina), Stonington (Maine), Walnut Creek (Ohio) and the Toledo Artists' Club (Ohio), as well as
four years attending Saturday classes at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio). For seven years, Miller’s
concentration was in pottery, before focusing on watercolor and pastel, winning various awards across
these mediums.
In addition to her membership with the Athena Art Society, Miller is a member of the Northwest Ohio
Watercolor Society, the Ohio Plein Air Society, the Toledo Women’s Art League (Ohio), the Hyter Portrait
Group at the Toledo Artists’ Club and the Ohio Watercolor Society. She has previously served as
president of the Toledo Women’s Art League and as vice president, later president, of the Toledo Artists’
Club.

Artist Statement

Entertainment for me as a child was drawing. My media evolved from working in oils and ceramics to
pastel and watercolor painting. Exploring new ways to use these elements keeps me constantly inspired
by the world around me. There is nothing that gives me more pleasure than plein air painting.
The way I can manipulate water, paper and paint, not only
in a conventional, but also abstract or non-objective way,
can be a satisfactory or frustrating experience. I pour
paint of various colors on watercolor paper or Yupo paper
using the negative painting method to develop a
composition to catch the eye!
To improve my methods and talents I take relevant
workshops. There is always something new to be learned!

Grape Vine
Watercolor;
19.25”H x 14”W
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Martha “Marti” Osnowitz
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Martha “Marti” Osnowitz is a lifelong resident of Toledo (Ohio) with a BS in Art Education from Bowling
Green State University (Ohio) and a Masters in Art Education from The University of Toledo (Ohio). Her
graduate work was done at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts in Gatlinburg (Tennessee) in ceramics
and fiber arts.
From 1972 – 2008, Osnowitz taught art at Washington Local Schools (Toledo, Ohio) where she served
as Art Department Chair K-12 for twenty-five years. At Bowling Green State University, she supervised
student teachers in art education from 2008 – 2016. During the last fourteen years of her teaching career,
Osnowitz taught ceramics to high school students, supplementing her own skills through summer classes
and workshops. She currently mentors art education students for Bowling Green State University and has
established a ceramics studio in her home.
Awards and recognition Osnowitz has received include the Martha Holden Jennings Scholar award, the
1985 Outstanding Art Teacher from Northwest Ohio and the 2001 – 2000 Outstanding Educators award
from Washington Local Schools. Marti Osnowitz has also received recognition for her ceramics and
student work in various publications such as Amaco. She has participated in multiple exhibitions at the
Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio) through both the Toledo Area Artists’ annual exhibitions and the Showcase
I Exhibition. Other shows include the Northwest Ohio Artists Who Teach, Northwest Ohio Community Art,
Findlay Art League (Ohio) and Athena Annual Juried Art Exhibitions.

Artist Statement
While pursuing my Master’s degree in art education, I studied fiber arts working in batik, silk painting,
direct dye techniques and quilting... Drawing, carving, silk-screening and stamping are techniques I use
on the clay surface. I apply my love of color and pattern to my ceramic work by using layers of
underglazes, stains and glazes to enhance the clay surface. It is always exciting to unload a kiln to see
the magic that happened during the firing.
My earlier work in fiber arts (silk painting, quilting, batik and direct dye techniques) has been the
foundation of my ceramic work. Images are drawn, carved, screened or stamped onto the clay surface,
backed by applied layers of color and pattern using underglazes, stains and glazes. I use color as a
strong component to create design and images on the clay surface.
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Marti Osnowitz Artwork

20 North Gallery
Purchase Award

Spirit of Life
Ceramic;
7”H x 7.25”W x 5.25”D

Poppies
Ceramic;
13”H x 13.5”W x 1”D
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Laura Ott
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
In 2010, Laura Ott rediscovered her passion for creating as she started her journey towards earning a BA
degree with a major in Art from Lourdes University (Sylvania, Ohio). She has received many awards for
her pieces shown in the Annual Lourdes University Student Art Exhibition. Her work has been accepted
numerous times for publication in The Tau: The Literary and Visual Art Journal of Lourdes University and
chosen for the cover in 2015, 2016 and 2018. She was honored with the Athena Art Award in 2016. Most
recently she won an honorable mention for her work in the Athena Art Society Juried Art Exhibition.

Artist Statement
Art provides me with a lifelong opportunity to continuously learn, grow and improve. When I am working
on a piece, all of my focus, concentration and physical being comes together as I create. I enjoy the
technical challenge art provides and get satisfaction from learning how to master new materials and tools
in order to create my subject. I am influenced by the approach of classical artists whose compositions are
serene, idealized and contemplative. This premise permeates all of my work…calmness and
serenity…requiescence.
The search for perfection in the human form by Polykleitos, da Vinci and Lysippos inspires my creations.
Like the classics, my figures are solitary, introspective, humble and quiet, their bodies relaxed, their
breathing controlled. Landscapes are tranquil and peaceful. These are characteristics I choose to bring
into my life (or into my escape from life) through the creation of art.
The most important thing art has taught me is that it is permissible to try new things. It is forgiving and
provides an opportunity to experiment, fail and recover. It is an expression of myself that is rarely
revealed by other means.

Trio in Simple Beauty
Stoneware;
4”H x 12”W x 5”D
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Laura Ott Artwork

Windmill in Summer
Watercolor;
20.5”H x 28”W
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Joan Palombi
Oregon, Ohio
Artist Biography
In the early 1970s, Joan began painting workshops at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio). She later
attended the Toledo Museum of Art School of Design classes through The University of Toledo, where
she majored in painting and minored in drawing.
Palombi has exhibited at the Cleveland Art Institute (Ohio), the Fort Wayne Museum of Art (Indiana) the
Toledo Artists’ Club (Ohio), a solo exhibition at the Maumee Library (Ohio) and various other regional
shows. In 1986, she was the recipient of the Molly Morpeth Canaday award for outstanding painting in
the Toledo Area Artists’ Club Exhibition at the Toledo Museum of Art.
Joan is currently a member of the Athena Art Society, the Toledo Women’s Art League, the Toledo
Artist’s Club and is active with the Tuesday Plein Aire Painters.

Artist Statement
I am a Plein Air landscape painter who works mainly in oil. Nature’s changes in light and color are what
inspire me. Throughout the past year, along with my oil paintings, I have been exploring a new
expression, using fluid acrylic paint. Light, color and control are the chief elements of this type of
painting. The excitement and challenge of this form of art has given me a new appreciation of abstract
art. I plan to continue in both my mediums to fulfill my creative passion.

Lava Flow
Acrylic on canvas;
24”H x 30”W
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Lanna Pendelton Hall
Montpelier, Ohio
Artist Biography
Lanna Pendleton Hall received a BS in Education from The University of Toledo (Ohio) and began
teaching art at Edon Northwest Local Schools (Edon, Ohio). After teaching for a number of years, she
received a MA and a MFA from Bowling Green State University (Ohio) with a focus on painting. Since her
retirement in 2003, she continues to exhibit and sell her “skyscapes” in shows such as the Toledo Area
Artists’ Exhibition at the Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio), the National Mid-Year Exhibition at the Butler
Institute of American Art (Youngstown, Ohio), the Contemporary Realism Biennial at the Fort Wayne
Museum of Art (Indiana) and Watercolor Ohio, the Ohio Watercolor Society’s annual juried show.
Pendleton Hall’s work is part of numerous corporate and private collections, as well as the permanent,
public collection of the Toledo Federation of Art Societies.
In addition to her active membership in the Athena Art Society, Pendleton Hall is a member of the Black
Swamp Art Guild (Bryan, Ohio), the Hillsdale County Art Guild (Michigan) and the Toledo Artists Club.

Artist Statement
My passion is painting. I am inspired by sunlight, clouds and the weather. The focus of my work is the
sky, clouds and weather-related phenomena in a realistic format. I take photographs of the sky almost
any time of the day or night. I am interested in the most colorful and unusual scenes captured in these
photos. My paintings are large oil paintings of the sky painted on stretched linen canvas. I also use
watercolor and gouache.
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Lanna Pendelton Hall Artwork

2nd Award

Spring Showers
Oil on linen;
26”H x 38”W
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Carol Connolly Pletz
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
A lifelong resident of Toledo (Ohio), Carol Connolly Pletz received her BA from The University of Toledo
(Ohio). She worked as a graphic artist for WTOL and the Toledo Edison Company as well as creating
freelance artwork. In 1990, she began Erie Isles Art to sell her paintings and artwork notecards.
Carol Connolly Pletz has received multiple awards for her work, which is included in several private
collections. Pletz has exhibited in The University of Toledo’s juried Art on the Mall show since it’s
inception in 1992 and has appeared in many invitational shows through the Toledo Artists Club (Ohio),
the Athena Art Society and Spectrum at the American Gallery (Sylvania, Ohio). Carol is a member and
past president of Athena Art Society and the former Spectrum art group. She is also a member of the
Toledo Artists’ Club, the Toledo Museum of Art President’s Council and the Toledo Museum of Art
Ambassadors (Ohio).

Artist Statement
When I am awed by something I see or when I dream something amazing, the long process of executing
an idea begins for me. I find joy in this journey to completion and it continues as a new creation connects
me with others. It’s a soul connection. There is fleeting magic all around us in the ever-changing light and
shadows of a sunrise or a sunset, a bouquet or a bloom. Beauty dwells in the smallest flower and the
highest mountain. We just need to look and appreciate it.

Spanish Swallows
Acrylic on canvas;
16”H x 20”W
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Sharon Rapp
Findlay, Ohio
Artist Biography
Sharon Rapp is a self-taught artist who enjoys exploring the vast possibilities of painting with watercolor.
She has received growing recognition of her work, receiving awards locally, nationally, and
internationally.

Artist Statement
I explore the many facets of watercolor including traditional methods, pouring watercolor, and a variety of
surfaces. Recently, I have been inspired by a daily challenge that has opened my eyes to new ideas and
themes.

Offering
Watercolor;
9.5”H x 7.5”W
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Susan Bunce Ritter
Perrysburg, Ohio
Artist Biography
Susan Ritter began painting in Chicago (Illinois) in the 1970s while teaching elementary school, selling
artwork and working part-time at an art gallery. She received her BA from Mundelein College (Chicago,
Illinois) and a MA at San Jose State University (California). After a career as an educator and school
counselor, Ritter currently works as a full-time artist, painting in both Northwest Ohio and Southwest
Florida. Susan is a member of the Ohio Plein Air Society, Plein Air Florida, the Athena Art Society, and
the American Impressionist Society.
In addition to various regional shows in Florida, Ritter has participated in the Athena Art Society’s Annual
Juried and Non-Juried Exhibitions as well as numerous exhibitions at the Visual Art Center in Punta
Gorda (Florida), the Venice Art Center (Florida) and Light Chasers in Sarasota (Florida). Susan Ritter’s
work has been recognized with multiple awards throughout these exhibitions.

Artist Statement
My paintings can be described as Impressionistic in style and I strive for an interpretive and loose brush
stroke. Although I do paint in the studio, I prefer to paint en plein air because, to me, nothing compares to
the exhilaration and inspiration that occurs when painting from life outdoors. Even my still life paintings
are composed outside when possible. Every painting has a story to tell, with things happening all around
you while painting on location. I am especially drawn to painting older structures and historic
neighborhoods, wondering about their history and the people who lived or worked there. My interest in
historic preservation leads me to realize that my paintings can document, in part, the existence of these
often endangered structures.
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Susan Bunce Ritter Artwork

Best of Show

At Farnsworth and Third, Waterville
Oil on canvas;
11”H x 14”W
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Sally Hobbib Rumman
Sylvania, Ohio
Artist Biography
Sally Hobbib Rumman received her BFA from Bowling Green State University (Ohio) in 1974 and her
M.A. in 1975. In 1980, she completed her MFA at Bowling Green State University in design & sculpture.
In 2011, Rumman received certification in digital arts from the College for Creative Studies in Detroit
(Michigan). She has served as the coordinator of the design faculty for Bowling Green State University
Department of Art; her responsibilities were facilitating the development of the design foundations
curriculum as well as teaching.
In her design career, Rumman designed furniture, lighting, and finishes for Design International America
before founding her own company, Sally Hobbib Rumman Studio, in 1996. Her designs have been sold
by Bloomingdale’s, Marshall Field’s, Dayton-Hudson and, in Europe, by Allegro (Germany). Her
contributions to commercial and residential interior design have been recognized by the American
Institute of Architects with AIA awards. Her latest studio endeavor, utilizing her extensive experience in
2D and 3D computer programs, is a unique line of laser engraved jewelry which is sold in numerous
museum stores, boutiques and stores throughout the U.S.
As a designer and fine artist, Sally Hobbib Rumman has created a diverse body of both 2D and 3D work.
Her fine art drawings are included in the permanent collections of ProMedica Flower Hospital (Sylvania,
Ohio), Bowling Green State University and the Toledo Federation of Art Societies (Ohio). Her sculptural
work and functional art is in the corporate collections of Hospice of Northwest Ohio (Perrysburg and
Toledo), Health Care REIT (Toledo, Ohio), Commercial Aluminum Cookware Company (Rossford, Ohio)
and the Wilcon Corporation (Dayton, Ohio).

Artist Statement
My interest in human ritual and ceremony has taken me on a pilgrimage as I continue to explore the way
in which contemporary society uses functional and decorative objects.
The idea that an individual seems to always strive to perfection is an inspirational point for these works
for they are indigenously imperfect. There is no perfection in our world although we continuously, as a
culture, seek it. Jewelry is a primal, ritualistic way of decorating our bodies. I reach for finding beauty in
these archetypal forms and imperfect expressions, contrasting them with geometric form and precious
materials. “Carl Jung understood archetype as universal archaic patterns and images that derive from the
collective unconscious and are the psychic counterpart of instinct” (Wikipedia).
It is in this place that these works are born.
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Sally Hobbib Rumman Artwork

Honorable
Mention

Ritual Necklace
Sterling, copper,
bronze, pyrite;
14”H x 9”W x 1”D

Primal Ring
Smoky topaz, sterling;
1.75”H x 1”W x 1”D

Fire Opal Ring
Fire opal, 24K gold, sterling;
1.125”H x 1”W x .75”D
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Susan Semenick
Riga, Michigan
Artist Biography
Susan Semenick grew up in central Pennsylvania where she fostered of an appreciation for artistic
expression. While pursuing a Masters in Biology, she supplemented her artistic skills with courses in
painting, drawing, and printmaking. Semenick taught biology in Indiana for thirty-three years before
retiring and opening an art gallery in Danville (Indiana). Throughout her artistic career, she has studied
with world-renowned watercolor masters including Ted Nuttall, Cheung Khee Lee, Stephan Quiller, John
Salminon and, most recently, Keiko Tanabe.
An award-winning artist, Semenick has received recognition as a finalist for the cover competition of
Watercolor Artist Magazine and served as one of the first Artists in Residence at Crater Lake National
Park (Oregon), to which she is invited back every year for a show. In addition to her membership with the
Athena Arts Society, Susan Semenick has served as a board member for the prestigious Stutz Artists
Association and a signature member of the Watercolor Society of Indiana.

Artist Statement
Susan Semenick is adept at portraiture, one of her favorite subjects, but has seen success in the
popularity of landscape. She also loves observing and painting trees, their branching patterns, and their
color changes. She uses a limited palette concentrating on the new quinacridone colors which lend
themselves well to the off-white appearance of the paper. Every day is spent in her studio exploring the
play, the behavior and direction of watercolor paints on paper.
So often, watercolors are seen as small, delicate pieces of work. Susan likes to dispel that idea with
large, bold pieces. Using multiple washes and glazes, she builds intense color that is quoted as being
her most unique component of her landscapes. Susan Semenick’s work in the studio every day is shown
in her unusual use of color and her sense of composition. Her accomplishments come from hard work
and a passion for doing what she loves.
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Susan Semenick Artwork

Recital
Watercolor;
22”H x 30”W

Cathedral in Green
Watercolor;
20”H x 11”W
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Carol Sicha
Whitehouse, Ohio
Artist Biography
Carol Sicha has been employed as a mural artist for 38 years. She enjoys creating a sense of
atmosphere to enhance the interiors and backgrounds inhabited by her patrons in their daily lives, in both
public and private settings. Her work forms a part of the permanent collections of many Ohio institutions,
including St. Joseph Catholic Church (Maumee), Firelands Hospital (Sandusky), Flower Hospital
(Sylvania) and Toledo Children’s Hospital.

Artist Statement
In my painting, it is my intention to capture a mood or suggest an event that is about to happen. I tell the
story using a complimentary color scheme and gestural brush strokes.
I also enjoy communicating my feelings from heart to canvas.

Honorable Mention

Transformation
Acrylic on canvas;
20”H x 20”W
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Carol Sicha Artwork

From My Garden
Acrylic on canvas;
36”H x 32”W
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Mary Ellen Taylor
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Mary Ellen Taylor is a native of Toledo (Ohio) and has traveled extensively in Europe and the United
States. She graduated from The University of Toledo (Ohio) in 1971 with a Bachelor of Education
(Intensive Art Major) and from Bowling Green State University (Ohio) with a MFA (Painting Major) in
1982. She also attended classes at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts (Gatlinburg, Tennessee) in
2000, taking classes in papermaking, printmaking and ceramics.
During her career in art education, she was a graduate teaching assistant at Bowling Green State
University; drawing instructor at The University of Toledo, Art Department; and art teacher at Springfield
Locals Schools (Holland, Ohio).
Her art work has been exhibited at The School of Art Gallery, Bowling Green State University, (Purchase
Award, l983), Toledo Area Artist Exhibitions at the Toledo Museum of Art (Purchase Award, 1983), Art on
the Mall, University of Toledo and the Athena Art Society group shows. Her work forms a part of the
permanent public collections of Bowling Green State University and the Toledo Federation of Art
Societies (Ohio).
She has enjoyed a solo exhibit at Taubman Center Gallery at The University of Michigan Gifts of Art
Program (Ann Arbor), the Teachers as Artists Group Show at the former American Art Gallery (Sylvania,
Ohio) and 3-person shows at the Wolfe Gallery, Maumee Valley Country Day School and at local
independent galleries where her work is also represented.

Artist Statement
I was born and raised in South Toledo in a large family, running outside to ice skate, ride bikes, climb
trees, and swim. Being outside among fields, trees, ravines and streams in my rural neighborhood was
stimulating and inspiring. Because of that exposure, nature is my muse with all its intricate designs and
forms. The marks on my clay work (vases, tiles, and wall pieces) are abstract, based on the rhythms,
patterns and colors of the natural environment. Lately I’ve been experimenting with 3D geometric
volumes (spheres, cylinders and cones) and enjoy combining these shapes to build 3D forms in high fire
white clay. Line, shape and color are dominant.
Clay is an adventure, always with technical problems yet with challenges and opportunities for my
particular creative expression. My work is an affirmation of the beauty of the visual environment and
invites the viewer to stop, appreciate and reconnect to the natural world.
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Mary Ellen Taylor Artwork

Arabesque
Ceramic;
11”H x 5”W x 5”D

The Sun and the Moon
Ceramic;
13”H x 8”W x 8”D
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Janet Vezner
Lambertville, Michigan
Artist Biography
Janet Vezner studied art at The University of Toledo (Ohio) with an emphasis in fine arts and the media
of pencil and watercolor. After graduation she did some free-lance illustration, then became a graphic
designer for The University and won awards for her designs. Years later, she returned to painting and
drawing, creating pen and ink notecards of the Toledo Metroparks (Ohio) which were sold locally. This
venture led to en plein air painting every spring through autumn with a group from the Toledo Artists’
Club (Ohio). She has exhibited with Toledo Artists’ Club, Bedford Library Arts for the Future
(Temperance, Michigan), Toledo Metroparks, Toledo Women’s Art League (Ohio) and Athena Art
Society. Vezner is active with the latter two organizations and has been a past president of both groups.
Over the years, she has won awards for both her graphic and her fine art work and has had her work
shown in local independent galleries. Her media is watercolor and drawing media, including pastel,
colored pencil and pen and ink.

Artist Statement
Drawing with a pencil has been a part of my life since childhood—any kind of pencil! When an adult, I fell
in love with watercolor, first looking at the paintings and then learning to create them. The fluidity and
unpredictability of this medium hooked me, as well as the light, airiness about it. My muses are nature,
traveling and observations of people. Using these two mediums, I can express myself passionately on
subjects led by my muses. Often I favor being outdoors and painting en plein air to create scenes of
places that people would like to retreat to away from the tensions of today’s world.

Tulips
Watercolor;
12”H x 16”W
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Ann E. Vreeland
Bryan, Ohio
Artist Biography
Influenced by her parents’ experiences of austerity in the Great Depression of the 1930s, Ann Vreeland
was inspired as a young adult to explore many types of practical arts and crafts, including clothing design
and fabrication, upholstery and drapery making, embroidery, landscape design and mural painting. As a
mature adult, she travelled to Europe and was inspired by a seminal exhibit of Vincent van Gogh’s
paintings and drawings. She returned to college for a formal art degree and began classes in ceramics,
color theory, 2D and 3D design, photography, screen printing, jewelry making, drawing and painting.
Vreeland was especially intrigued by the study of ceramics, with its multiple facets, technical
requirements and its laborious physical process. Ann Vreeland received her BFA with a concentration in
ceramics from Adrian College (Michigan). Shortly after that, she founded her business, Sisters Seaside
Ceramics, dually-located in Bryan (Ohio) and Marco Island (Florida), where she resides for part of each
year.
Vreeland’s Sisters Seaside Ceramics is a fully operational ceramics studio where she gives lessons and
creates functional ceramic pieces with an emphasis on whimsical and abstract work. The Ohio location
has an attached gallery for showcasing her work. While on Marco Island, Vreeland enjoys her home
studio, as well as teaching ceramics at the Marco Island Center for the Arts.
In recent years, Vreeland has travelled to Hilton Head Island (South Carolina), Annapolis (Maryland),
Chicago (Illinois), Adrian (Michigan), Fort Wayne (Indiana) and Toledo (Ohio) to sell her work in juried
shows. She is currently represented by regional independent galleries and the Marco Island Center for
the Arts.

Artist Statement
I am passionate about the strong clean lines of sculpture, the subtle display of its energy and a bit of
thoughtful quirkiness. Combining these disparate features in my artwork is always a goal. I am fascinated
with animals, people and nature in general. I attempt to pay tribute to our natural world and all of its
inhabitants, without copying the myriad of extraneous details. If I can add some humor and
unpredictability to this mix, I’m more than pleased!
Clay is my chosen medium, whether it is porcelain, stoneware or paperclay. It just feels good in my
hands and can be molded, rolled flat, thrown or constructed to make objects that belie its nature. It is truly
remarkable in that it can be made to look like almost anything besides clay.
Because clay and its covering glaze often do not show minute details, the line or silhouette of a piece
become most important. I start with a simplified sketch on paper which is translated into a newsprint
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pattern. This pattern can be flexed and formed into a 3-dimensional shape. When this shape becomes
refined to show the essence of the subject, I will add or subtract details to clarify the subject and to add a
playful note, being careful to eliminate minute fussiness or nonessential features. Once I have a workable
pattern, I take it to the clay to see if it can work structurally. Because clay has several basic engineering
rules (it shrinks, it is fragile, it’s flexible when soft, rigid when dry, brittle once fired) my first attempt does
not always work. Trial and error prevail! Once a piece is made, I will often repeat it with variations until I
have solved all the problems. Then it’s time to move on to something else. The continuing challenge of
clay beckons me in another direction!

Elephant
Clay and mixed media;
16”H x 13”W x 5”D
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Lucy Jane Webster
Maumee, Ohio
Artist Biography
Lucy Jane Webster’s passion for art began with her piano lessons with her teacher, Miss Harper, and
continued when Webster enrolled in the Cleveland School of Art, now Cleveland Art Institute (Ohio).
Webster has enriched her artistic experience through workshops, installing artwork for galleries,
participating in solo exhibitions, setting up at arts and craft shows and interactions with other artists. Lucy
Jane Webster is a current member and former president of the Athena Art Society and has served as a
trustee at the Wilson Museum in Castine (Maine). Her work has been exhibited in the National Midyear
Exhibition at the Butler Institute of American Art (Youngstown, Ohio) in 2013, in addition to her
continuous participation in the Athena Annual Juried and Non-Juried Exhibitions.

Artist Statement
As an artist, my interests are as varied as the objects one can find on a beach. Those who know me will
recognize my love of a good story and the desire to piece bits of information together narratively, whether
historically accurate, a humorous view on life or a visually interesting vantage point. The series I call
Beach Gleanings pulls together these interests in a visually cohesive way. Much can be gleaned when
combing the beach for rocks, shells, driftwood and discarded manmade objects. All are a connection with
the present, history, the earth, the sun, the moon and the seasons. I have a strong desire to understand
what I am finding and make a meaningful connection from my experience to share with others. For the
series, I have chosen to combine discoveries found along the cherished beach of the Bagaduce River in
Maine. The Beach Gleanings series consists of studies of composition, color, form, light and objects
found on that beach over many years.

Beach Gleanings no. 5
Oil on canvas;
12”H x 12”W
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Mary Weiss
Sylvania, Ohio
Artist Biography
Mary Weiss grew up in Buffalo (New York) and earned a BA in history and a Masters of Education from
The University of Toledo (Ohio). Weiss has served as a data collector, a teacher, an activities director
and an artist. She began her work in ceramics at the 577 Foundation in Perrysburg (Ohio), before moving
her practice to the ceramics studio at The University of Toledo. During her career as a potter that
spanned over twenty-five years, Weiss studied with Toledo-area artists Karen Roderick-Lingeman and
Rex Fogt.
Mary Weiss has since focused on fiber arts, partaking in multiple workshops locally and in Florida. Her
artworks across the mediums of clay and fiber have been shown locally, as well as in statewide and
national juried exhibitions.

Artist Statement
There are many contrasts or opposites in one’s life. In my life, this is most visible in my art. For over
twenty-five years I was a potter. The end result of my labor was something very hard and nonbiodegradable. Since my pottery will never have
historical significance, it will be a burden to the
environment. I am now a fiber artist working with
soft materials that are biodegradable. I employ
the technique of eco printing and dyeing to
create one-of-a-kind scarves using botanicals. I
hope this makes Mother Nature happy.
After helping string flowers for Community, the
2018 Rebecca Louise Law installation at the
Toledo Museum of Art (Ohio), I have become
enamored with her work. It has had a profound
effect on the work I have entered in this exhibit.
Scarf I – Flowers and Leaves
Mixed media;
32”H x 7”W x .75”D
Scarf II – Oak and Acorns
Mixed media;
36”H x 7”W x .75”D

Photos by 20 North Gallery
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Kay Weprin
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Kay Weprin is a retired art teacher who received her BFA and MA in art education from The University of
Toledo (Ohio). As an art educator, she has published articles for School Arts Magazine and educational
websites. As an artist, her work has won awards and has been displayed in regional art exhibitions, such
as a first place awards in the annual Toledo Area Artist Exhibition, and recently in the 2017 Athena
Annual Juried Show at the Toledo Museum of Art, Center for Visual Arts (Ohio).
Weprin’s mixed media oil pastel paintings can be found in many corporate and private collections
including the Kingston HealthCare Company Headquarters (Toledo, Ohio), ProMedica Toledo Hospital
(Ohio), Owens Corning World Headquarters (Toledo, Ohio), as well the permanent public collections of
Sylvania Public Library (Ohio) and The University of Toledo Center for the Visual Arts and Butler
University (Indianapolis, Indiana). She also enjoys stable representation in Toledo area sales galleries. In
2018, she was part of a two-artist exhibit at the Paula Brown Gallery in Toledo, with fellow Athena
member Julie Draeger.
Kay Weprin is the current president of the Athena Art Society, celebrating its 115th year in 2018.

Artist Statement
My artwork is a story about reality and imagination. By using bold colors, gestural lines and shapes, the
two realms emerge. I construct an abstract view of my world through expressive marks which capture the
emotional essence of a place or experience. Taking images from my world travels and mixing them with
layers of different viewpoints and contrasting perspectives creates a unique artistic story all of its own.
This sensory journey is worth exploring.

Breaking the Ice
Oil pastel; 11”H x 30”W
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Kay Weprin Artwork

Morning Commute
Mixed media oil pastel;
15.25”H x 22”W

Night Life
Oil pastel; 22.25”H x 29.75”W
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Jane Williams
Maumee, Ohio
Artist Biography
Jane Williams studied design and illustration at Kendall School of Design in Grand Rapids (Michigan) and
received a BFA degree from Bowling Green State University (Ohio), studying drawing, watercolor and art
history. She has furthered her studies with many workshops, including those taught by regional painters
Walter Chapman, Jeanne Dobie and Frederick Graff, as well as national painters Tony Couch, Howard
Friedland and Joshua Been. Williams has been included in multiple group and solo exhibitions receiving
many awards for her watercolors and oils. She was a signature member of the Northwestern Ohio
Watercolor Society from 1996 until its dissolution in 2011, over the years serving as treasurer and then
president. Williams is currently a signature member of Ohio Watercolor Society, as well as maintaining
her membership in the Athena Art Society.

Artist Statement
After an established career in graphic design and illustration, I became increasingly involved with painting
in watercolor and oil, honing these skills with practice and continued attendance in workshops and
classes. For over two decades I have attended weekly figure drawing sessions, using a variety of media
to portray the undraped human form.
A lover of the outdoors, I find myself drawn to this subject matter—whether it’s landscape, floral, or the
world of horses and people devoted to them, which has been an influential part of my life since childhood
growing up in Northwest Ohio. Still life subject matter intrigues and interests me with a focus on texture,
pattern and design. Travel to other countries is also an inspiration allowing me the opportunity to paint on
location, or later in my studio from photos. In 2010, my husband and I took a vacation to Arizona and so
enjoyed the beauty of the Southwest desert we have continued to travel there, which has been a big
influence on my work, not only with the views but also abundance of art galleries.
A passion for art has been a guiding force in my choices and interests throughout life. It’s exciting for me
to bring to life on paper or canvas my view of the world as I see it and to create my interpretation of an
image which otherwise would have remained unseen, in my imagination. I feel compelled to
communicate in this way and find it so interesting to observe the unending ways in which artists depict
their visions, drawing them out of their heads to portray them in the material world.
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Jane Williams Artwork

Prickly Plums
Oil on canvas;
30”H x 40”W
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Claire Wilson
Toledo, Ohio
Artist Biography
Claire Wilson has been a watercolor painter since 1980. Her oeuvre also includes mixed media and
experimental techniques. In addition to Athena, she is a member of Toledo Artists’ Club (Ohio) and a
former member of National League of American Pen Women, Northwestern Ohio Watercolor Society and
Spectrum Art Center (Toledo, Ohio).
She exhibits extensively winning numerous awards. Her awards and shows of note include the National
League of American Pen Women Biennial in Washington, D.C.; Toledo Area Artists’ Exhibition at Toledo
Museum of Art (Ohio); the 5/3 Bank Exhibit First Award (Toledo, Ohio); and Grumbacher Gold Medal
awards in 1998 and 1999. She has enjoyed solo exhibitions at Eberly Center for Women at The
University of Toledo (Ohio); Franciscan Center, Lourdes University (Sylvania, Ohio); Wesley Gallery in
Fostoria (Ohio); Perrysburg Way Library (Ohio) and Perrysburg Municipal Building (Ohio).
Wilson has also served as a juror for college and community exhibitions at Lourdes College (Sylvania,
Ohio) and Ellis Center Library (Monroe, Michigan), as well as for the 2010 Crosby Festival of the Arts at
Toledo Botanical Garden (Ohio).
Her work is included in the permanent collection of the Bedford Branch Library of the Monroe County
Library System (Temperance, Michigan).

Artist Statement
Watercolor and paper have always been my delight. The beauty of the colors, the textures and the
challenge will never cease to move me. I began seriously painting on watercolor paper around 1984, first
florals and portraits, then into more difficult and intricate images. Even though I still occasionally paint in
this fashion, I have increasingly become drawn to abstract expressions, new ways of applying color and
imaging and construction. To that end I have developed several original techniques employing paper
hole punch, paper pieces and other methods of collage, sometimes depicting traditional representations
and sometimes not. Since the process itself was so much more compelling than the finished product, I
have always had the patience to produce works employing a lot of repetition and time.
My biggest influences have been the art of Swiss painter Paul Klee and American artist Joseph Raffael.
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Claire Wilson Artwork

Little Town
Watercolor collage;
15.5”H x 11”W

Hot Spell
Acrylic inks on paper; 5”H x 20”W
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Condessa Croninger and 20 North Gallery wish to thank the following for their kind and generous
assistance in preparing this exhibition:
Athena Art Society president Kay Weprin; Exhibition committee members, Marti Osnowitz,
Carol Sicha and Mary Ellen Taylor; and the talented member-artists whose work in the arts
and community service comprise the legacy of the Athena Art Society – Thank you.
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