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June 25 – September 30, 2016  

 

A solo exhibit of major paintings by the late Adam Grant (1924 – 1992) 

Born in Warsaw, Adam (Grochowski) Grant endured lengthy imprisonment in Auschwitz and 
Mauthausen, using his art to both survive and defy his captors. Post-war, in the U.S. as a naturalized 
citizen, Adam continued in art, through his commercial career and critically acclaimed fine art paintings.  
Recognized by the Polish government as a national hero in the arts, this late Toledoan’s life and work are 
a vivid testament to the power of art. 

Rondo; oil on canvas; 52”H x 62”W 
A complete listing of the exhibited works begins on page 3. 

18 N. St. Clair Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604 419-241-2400 

20northgallery.com      —      info@20northgallery.com 
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Adam Grant 
1924-1992 

Warsaw, Poland – Toledo, Ohio 

 

Artist Biography 
Adam (Grochowski) Grant: Born in Warsaw in 1924, a young Adam Grochowski was discouraged by his 

family from pursuing a professional art career and told that art would “never earn the price of your bread.” In 

his teens, Adam was sent to the Nazi concentration camps Auschwitz and Mauthausen, where he literally 

traded his art for bread, enabling him to survive. In addition to grueling physical labor, the Nazi officers 

assigned him to create paintings for the camps. Unbeknownst to them, Adam also used his art to defy his 

captors, by preserving in hidden artwork the identities of fellow prisoners. 

After the liberation, Adam spent five years in a refugee camp, again using his art to provide hope and 

employment for the future. Adam emigrated to the United Sates in 1950, securing a job with the Palmer Paint 

Company in Detroit, Michigan, that had begun to produce the now-legendary Paint By Number kits. There, 

Adam met fellow designer and future wife, Margaret “Peggy” Brennan. The couple married shortly before the 

business was sold to the Toledo-owned Craft Master company. Americanizing his name, the new Mr. and 

Mrs. Grant moved to Toledo, Ohio, where Peggy managed his fine art career and Adam painted until his 

death in 1992. 

During his lifetime, Adam Grant’s fine art paintings were widely exhibited in galleries, as well as juried and 

solo exhibitions throughout the world, frequently garnering prestigious awards, including the American 

Painters in Paris Exhibit;  Columbus Museum of Art’s Best of Show, numerous top honors in the Toledo Area 

Artists Exhibition and the Toledo Museum of Art Roulet Medal. He was the featured painter in the January 

1973 edition of American Artist. In recent years, Peggy, the executrix of his artistic estate, has organized and 

facilitated exhibits of his work in the Midwestern United States, Poland and Saudi Arabia. 

His work is part of many prestigious private, corporate and public collections, including The Collegium Maius 

Museum-Krakow, Poland; Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, Ohio; Midwest Museum of American 

Art, Elkhart, Indiana; Bowling Green State University, Ohio; Monroe Community College, Michigan; The 

University of Toledo; Toledo Federation of Art Societies; the Polish Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; and 

Auschwitz Museum, Poland.  In 2011, Grant’s work was accepted as a part of the permanent collection at the 

inauguration of the Polish History Museum in Warsaw, forming the symbolic return of Adam Grochowski-

Grant to his native city. 

Detail: Artist and Model  (self portrait), 1980 

Collection of The Collegium Mauis Museum 

Krakow, Poland 

Photograph by Matthew S. Mickel 
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Exhibited Artwork 

 

The Phrenologist; 1988; 
oil on canvas; 
45.5”H x 55.5”W; 
$30,000 

  

 

Girl in the White Camisole; 
undated (ca.mid-late 1980s); 
oil on canvas; 
36”H x 48”W; 
$12,000 

  

 

Therese Reclining; 1974; 
oil on canvas; 
37”H x 47”W; 
$13,000 
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Ringling Brothers (Lion Poster); 1981; oil on canvas 
45”H x 36”W;  $10,000 

Ringling Brothers (September 24) 
1977; charcoal on paper 
60.5”H x 42”W;  $5,000 

  

 

 
Adam Grant developed his strongly 
identifiable style as a distinctive 
painter of the figure…The classical 
nude became his forte and, as a 
Holocaust survivor, Adam Grant 
discovered and developed the female 
figure as a symbol of life and rebirth. 
His majestic large oils show a deep 
devotion to his subject. His humor, 
soulfulness, and dramatic flair are 
further revealed in the musicians, 
circus figures, mystics, and biblical 
figures who move through his 
compositions like repertory actors. 
 
Peggy Brennan Grant 
Artist’s widow and artistic executrix 

Rondo; undated (ca. 1970s); oil on canvas 
52”H x 62”W;  $30,000 

 

Adam Grant: Figure Master, 2004 
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The Clasped Hands; 1978; oil on canvas; 
60”H x 46”W;  $18,000 

Model with Circus Posters; 1976; 
oil on canvas; 62”H x 43.5”W;  
$20,000 

  

 

 

Untitled (Circus sketch, girl before tent);  
undated (ca. 1980s); graphite and charcoal on paper; 
40”H x 42”W;  $3,500 
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Model and Cat; 1981; oil on canvas; 
43”H x 49”W;  $18,000 

Young Man with Mahl Stick; 
undated (ca. 1980s); oil on canvas; 
40”H x 30”W;  $5,000 

  

 
 
Artist and Model, IV; 1984; oil on canvas; 
30”H x 40”W;  $7,000 

 

Adam Grant’s widow and artistic 
executrix, Peggy Brennan Grant, 
was 20 North Gallery’s longtime Art 
Director, so it is an especial 
pleasure to once again have the 
opportunity to exhibit Adam’s 
beautiful work. His story—and his 
art—is particularly timely, when 
contrasted with the horrific 
destruction of life, art and culture 
that is now occurring in the Middle 
East. Adam Grant used his art to 
defy the Nazi’s genocide of the 
Holocaust; his later paintings are a 
testament to the power of art and 
life. 
 
Eric L. Hillenbrand 
Owner, 20 North Gallery 
2016 
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Redhead Model Reflected; 1973; oil on canvas; 
60”H x 41”W;  $12,000 

Diane and Friend; 1976; 
oil on canvas; 65”H x 46”W; 
$15,000 

  

 
 

Reflection; undated (ca. early 1980s); oil on canvas; 
56”H x 38”W;  $8,000 

Girl Reflected; 1982; oil on canvas; 
42”H x 36”W;  $6,500 
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Beach Nude and Rocks; undated (ca. 1970s); 
oil on canvas; 60”H x 38”W;  $15,000 

Model with Red Scarf Reflected; 
1961; oil on canvas; 58”H x 33.5”W;  
$13,000 

  

 

Grant’s paintings resonate with the 
passion of an artist who was 
fascinated by the human 
condition…The poetry of Adam Grant’s 
work can be found in his ability to 
render the figure, then capture the 
nuances with an abstract quality akin 
to Cézanne’s later works or to the style 
of Georgio Morandi. Grant’s work 
resonates with a psychic 
connectedness between body, mind 
and spirit and a connection to a larger 
force. The paintings of Adam Grant are 
both timeless yet of their time and, as 
most great masterworks, continually 
transform viewers. 
 
Jane Burns, Director 
Midwest Museum of American Art 

Bather; undated (ca. 1970s); oil on canvas; 
60”H x 34.5”W;  $15,000 

 

Adam Grant: Figure Master, 2004 
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Untitled (Oil sketch for Mannequin 
and Model); undated (ca. 1985); 
oil on canvas board; 
24”H x 18”W;  $900 

Mannequin and Model; 1985;  oil on canvas; 
50”H x 34”W;  $9,000 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Still Life with Mannequin and Coffee Can; undated 
(ca. 1970s); oil on canvas; 
33.5”H x 35”W;  $5,800 

 

Adam Grant occupies a very special 
place in the history of post-war 
American art. His extraordinary 
experiences as a victim of the Nazis 
and his liberation and migration to 
America tell a remarkable story which 
becomes amplified by his outstanding 
contribution to the visual arts culture 
of his new country. 
 
Dr. Louis A. Zona, Director 
The Butler Institute of American Art 
 
Adam Grant: Figure Master, 2004 
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Holocaust & Renewed Hope Series 
Not for Sale 

 

  

The Battlefield, Holocaust Series; 1946; 
watercolor and ink on paper; 
signed: A. Grochowski; 
image size: 13.5”H x 10.5”W;   NFS 

Victory’s Phoenix, Holocaust Series; 
1946; 
watercolor and ink on paper; 
signed: A. Grochowski; 
image size: 13.5”H x 10.25”W;  NFS 

  

  

The Hermit’s Temptation, Renewed Hope Series; 1948 
ink on paper; 
Signed: A. Grochowski; 
image size: 20.5”H x 15.75”W;   NFS 

Ala I, Renewed Hope Series; 1949; 
ink on paper; 
Signed: A. Grochowski; 
image size: 20.25”H x 15.5”W;   NFS 
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Reserve Artwork 

Please speak with a gallery associate to schedule a private showing of the following works. 

Framed Paintings: 

 
 

Model in the Rose Studio; 1989; oil on canvas;  
57”H x 40”W;   $15,000 

Girl and Guitar; 1981; oil on canvas;  
49”H x 43”W;   $18,000 

  

 
Girl in White; 1981; oil on canvas; 40”H x 30”W;   
$7,000 

 
 Model and Bent Wood Chair 1976; 

oil on canvas; 63.5”H x 42”W;   $15,000 
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Young Dancers; 1981; oil on canvas; 
39”H x 35”W;   $9,000 

Blue Gown; undated (ca. 1990); 
oil on canvas; 48”H x 36”W;   $8,000 

 
 

 

 
Beach Figure; undated (ca.1990); oil on 
canvas;  
48”H x 36”W;   $10,000  

 Dancer and Poinsettia; undated (ca.1990); 
oil on canvas; 52”H x 36”W;   $8,000 



13 
 

 

 

Two Models, Series II; 1978; oil on canvas;  
61”H x 48”W;   $15,000 

Abby and Models; undated (ca. mid/late 
1980s); oil on canvas; 48”H x 36”W;   
$12,000 

  

 

 
Young Dancer; 1987; oil on canvas;  
40”H x 36”W;   $9,000 

Red Head Dreamer; 1973; oil on canvas; 
54”H x 37”W;   $15,000 
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Composition on Red & Black & Grey; 1976; 
oil on canvas; 64”H x 42”W;   $12,000 

Girl on the Orange Rug; 1977; 
oil on canvas; 55”H x 41”W;   $12,000 

 
 

 

 

 

The Red Drape; undated (ca. late 1980s); 
oil on canvas; 53”H x 36”W;   $12,000 

Girl in the Blue Slip; 1989; oil on canvas;  
48”H x 36”W;   $8,000 
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Red Table; 1981; oil on canvas; 49”H x 37”W;   
$15,000 

Apple Still Life; 1976; oil on canvas;  
52”H x 36”W;   $15,000 

  

  
Red Bandana, Red Drape; undated (ca. 1990); 
oil on canvas; 48”H x 36”W;   $13,000 

Draped Mannequin; undated (ca. late 
1970s – mid 1980s); oil on canvas; 
48”H x 36”W;   $12,000 
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Circus Girls; 1976; oil on canvas;  58”H x 47”W;   
$15,000 

September 19; 1975; oil on canvas; 
66”H x 48”W;   $15,000 

  

 

 
Frances; 1982; oil on canvas; 44”H x 57”W;   
$12,000 

Artist’s Models; 1973; oil on canvas; 
60”H x 40”W;   $15,000 
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Resting Model with Orange Skirt; 1976; 
oil on canvas; 61.5”H x 40”W;   $15,000 

Four Nudes; 1980; oil on canvas; 
 58”H x 46”W;   $12,000 

  

  
Seated Nude and Mannequin Still Life (Model 
and Milkweeds); undated (ca. 1970s); 
oil on canvas; 53”H x 52”W;   $15,000 

Two Models; 1973; oil on canvas; 
53”H x 37”W;   $12,000 
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The Turquoise Towel; 1983; oil on canvas; 
68”H x 42”W;   $16,000 

Models and Chinese Vase; 1981; 
oil on canvas; 52”H x 43”W;   $18,000 

  

 
 

Nude in Green Bentwood; 1974; oil on canvas;  
57”H x 36”W;   $13,000 

Composition with Two Nudes; undated 
(ca.1970s); oil on canvas; 62.5”H x 42”W;   
$12,000 
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In the Wings; 1992; oil on canvas; 60”H x 48”W;   
$12,000 

Seated Model Before Blue Drape; undated 
(ca.1970s); oil on canvas; 58”H x 38”W;    
$13,000 

  

 
 

Model with Hanging Fern; undated 
(ca. late 1970s); oil on canvas; 57”H x 36”W;   
$9,000 

August; 1976; oil on canvas; 
63.5”H x 42”W;   $15,000 
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Sunday Morning; 1977;  
oil on canvas;  
60”H x 36”W;    
$15,000 

  

 

Circus Girls and the Tiger; 1972;  
oil on canvas;  
60”H x 50”W;    
$18,000 

  

 

Model in a Studio Arrangement; 1980;  
oil on canvas; 
49”H x 49”W; 
$15,000 
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Nudes: Pink and Blue; 1975; oil on canvas; 
65”H x 43”W;   $18,000 

Dancers in Blue; 1979; oil on canvas;  
68”H x 43”W;   $18,000 

 
 

 

Unframed and/or Unsigned Paintings: 
 

 

 

 

Big Blue Drape; 1978; oil on canvas; 
56”H x 34”W;   $8,000 

Standing Nude Wrapped in Blue Drape; 
undated (ca. 1970s); oil on canvas; 
49”H x 29”W;   $8,000 



22 
 

  
  

 

 
Young Model Before the Easel; undated 
(ca. early 1970s); oil on canvas; 56”H x 36”W;     
$12,000 

Dressing Room; 1976; oil on canvas;  
64.5”H x 50”W;   $12,000 

  

  
Nude and Blue Vase; undated (ca. late 1980s); 
oil on canvas; 48”H x 36”; unsigned & unframed; 
$9,000 

Draped Mannequin Series II;  
undated (ca. 1990s); oil on canvas;  
48”H x 36”W;  unsigned & unframed;  
$5,000  
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Gold Drape; 1978; oil on canvas; 58”H x 46”W;   
$9,000 

Performer in Red; undated (ca.1980s); 
oil on canvas; 63”H x 39”W;  framed, but 
unsigned;  $9,000 

  

  
Two Nudes and Chinese Vase; 1978; 
oil on canvas; 58”H x 50”W;  $10,000 

Blue Baron and Model; 1977; 
oil on canvas; 56”H x 38”W;  unframed, 
unsigned & unfinished;  $3,000 
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Little Redhead Model; 1977;  
oil on canvas;  
50”H x 40”W;    
$10,000 

 
 
 

 

 

Nude with Yellow Drape; 1977;  
oil on canvas;  
62”H x 33”W;    
$10,000 
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Untitled (Red dotted drape); 1978;  
oil on canvas;  
64”H x 37”W;    
$12,000 

  

 

Untitled (Circus performer before blue tent);  
undated (ca. 1970s);  
oil on canvas;  
60”H x 36”W;    
$9,000 

  

 

Nudes (Green and Blue Background); 1977;  
oil on canvas; 
64”H x 43”W;    
$12,000 
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Large Scale Framed Works on 
Paper: 
 

 

 
 

Figure in a Studio Setting (Study for Figure 
Before Blue and Green); undated (ca.1971); 
charcoal on paper; 50”H x 30”W;   $5,000 

Dancers at Rest; (ca. 1980s); 
charcoal on canvas; 48”H x 32”W;  unsigned; 
$3,500  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Guitar at Rest; undated (ca. 1981); 
charcoal on paper; 52”H x 36”W;   $5,000 

Study for Lines of Fate; undated (ca. 1976); 
charcoal and pastel on paper; 59.5”H x 31.5”W;   
unsigned; $5,000 
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Small Framed Works on Paper: 
 
  

 

Figure with Pink and Blue; undated; 
pastel on paper; 
image size: 23”H x 15.75”W; 
$1,200 

 
 

 

 

Untitled Nude; undated; 
pastel on paper; 
image size: 23.5”H x 17”W;  
$1,200 

  

 

Untitled (Preliminary study, fragment); 
undated; 
pencil and charcoal on paper; 
from sheet size: 12”H x 8.25”W;  
unsigned; 
$250 
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Small Unframed Oil Sketches: 
 

 

 

Untitled (Bather at cliffs); undated; 
oil sketch on canvas board;  
28”H x 22”W;   unsigned;  $500 

Untitled (Oil sketch for Performer in Red); 
 undated (ca. 1980s); oil sketch on canvas;  
24”H x 12”W;   $1,500 

 
 
 
All prices are set in US dollars. 
 
Works for sale are priced to reflect framing/ 
frame repairs or surface cleaning/restoration, 
if needed. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
18 N. St. Clair Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604 419-241-2400 

20northgallery.com      —      info@20northgallery.com 

 
 
Art photographs by Rachael Sodeman, unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
© 2016, 20 North Gallery. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 


